
 

 
 
 

Message of Support by Mr. Wilfried Lemke 
 

Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General 
on Sport for Development and Peace 

 
 

„Cape Town Marathon“ and “Cape Town Peace Conference“ 
 

The United Nations considers sport to be a 
powerful tool to promote education, health, 
development and peace. Sport unites people of all 
social classes, cultures, religions and backgrounds 
in a positive and educational way. 
 

As the Special Adviser to the United Nations 
Secretary-General on Sport for Development and 
Peace, I am delighted to support the Cape Town 
Marathon and the Foundation for Sport, 
Development and Peace in its first “Cape Town 
Peace Conference and Expo” on African Visions – 

Global Legacies: Sport and Peace taking place on 19 September 2014.  
 
This year marks the exciting start for this initiative which is dedicated to promoting awareness 
and visibility of sport and peace for youth and communities. As such, it is an example of a 
concrete application of sport as a tool for development and peace-building efforts. The 
conference and Expo both aim to create a forum of exchange that brings together different 
stakeholders to discuss how sport can be used as a vehicle to build peaceful communities. In 
addition, the initiative puts a strong emphasis on empowering young people by cooperating 
with schools, non-governmental organisations and federations in order to make youth part of 
other sports and peace-related initiatives, especially in the developing world. 

 
With my support for this event, I trust its exemplary momentum will be maintained and further 
developed. I strongly commend this initiative to all relevant institutional and individual donors 
and potential partners. I wish the organisers of the Cape Town Marathon and the Foundation 
for Sport, Development and Peace further courage and success for their first “Cape Town 
Peace Conference and Expo”. 
 

Geneva, 31 July 2014 
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